Louisiana Domestic Violence Prevention Commission Minutes
Monday, December 8, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-129, Baton Rouge, LA. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Chair Kim Sport called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm.
II. Roll Call 
	Members Present


Charmaine Caccioppi

Tommy Clark Jr. 
Tracy Dahmer Farris

Ramona Harris

Cordelia Heaney
Becki Kondkar
Mary Claire Landry

Beth Meeks, Secretary

Jee Park (proxy for Derwyn Bunton)
Sami Riley
Ann Siddall (proxy for Bradley R. Burget)

Kim Sport, Chair

Craig Webre
Bob Wertz (proxy for Rutha Chatwood)
Hon. Lisa Woodruff-White
	Members Absent

Dianne Meaux Broussard

Tommy Clark Jr. 
Phillip Durham
Hon. Scott Gardener

Rep. Helena Moreno

Amy Zapata




III. Introductions
· Quorum was established 

IV. Approval of the Minutes

· The November 14, 2014 minutes were approved without edits. 
V. Presentation by the Peter Theis and Kate Scott with the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center: Housing Discrimination Against Domestic Violence Victims
· Discussed the scope of the Fair Housing Act. It covers both actions and policies. Examples: zero tolerance policies, where tenant is held responsible for any violence in their apartment; nuisance ordinance, where landlord is held accountable if police are called to the apartment, they in turn hold the tenant accountable. 

· Theis and Scott advocate for domestic violence victims having special protections, because fair housing law is murky on this issue, and litigating after the fact is different from providing front-end guidance to landlords. 

· Ideally perpetrators could be evicted without evicting victims. Victims should be able to sub-lease or not be penalized if they need to break a lease. Research found that women are less likely to report abuse or ask for help if they fear being evicted.

· Before 2012 domestic violence-related fair housing complaints weren’t tracked, but since then HUD has found they receive about 70 a year.

· The federal Violence Against Women Act has housing protections, but they only apply to federally subsidized housing.

· Group discussed questions of how to handle liability issues, victim privacy issues, if law changes would apply to single-home dwellings as well as apartment buildings.

· Group discussed if the issue could be addressed in state law under landlord-tenant law, and if one could add survivors as an exception to zero tolerance leases? What steps could be taken to educate landlords and manage exemptions?       
VI. Presentation by Jeannine Sullivan with the Louisiana Appleseed: Act 506 Implementation Project with LCADV

· La. Appleseed is working on an abuse prevention education project, which is meant to educate young people on healthy relationships preemptively rather than reactively after the fact. It is in response to Act 506 passed during this year’s legislative session, which strengthens dating violence training for educators and administrators in schools. 
· They assist with local implementation and offer toolkits, providing convenience and consistency of curriculum. Toolkits include sample school policies on teen dating violence and offer Safe Dates curriculum. They also help connect schools with local service providers and other resources.
· Group discussed how preventative programming has suffered because of a lack of resources. 
· Tennessee has studies the economic costs to the state because of gender-based violence, we should do the same. 
· We lack data on what each school district currently teaches regarding gender-based violence; only a verbal report is required from district heads.
· Tracy Dahmer discussed the Know More project about educating people on the law, and that they have toolkits as well as full online resources. It can be accessed with tablets and smart phones.  
· Group discussed that every school should have to have a policy with certain minimum required components, but not one set of standards.
VII. Work Group Reports on Priorities & Timelines

1. Data, Needs Assessment, & Best Practices Group: Mary Claire Landry, Chair 
· Temporary Restraining Orders found to be much more common than permanent protective orders. Mary Claire is reviewing state data form LPOR for the report. 
2. Law Review Group: Kim Sport
· Group discussed the question of how to deal with mayor’s courts, municipalities and city courts to ensure consistent and lawful treatment on domestic violence cases? 

· Group discussed what recommendations might be made in relation to domestic violence incidents involving firearms.  
3. Law Implementation & Training Group
· Group discussed ODARA and how it would be used.

· Louisiana has no uniform state policy for sheriffs’ offices or dispatchers. LCLE can’t require a statewide policy, this would have to be done through statute.
VIII. February 1, 2015 Commission Report
· Group agreed it would like to emphasize housing discrimination, prevention, and overall funding concerns in its 2014 report.
IX. Public Comment
· There was no additional comment.
X. Adjourn
· Meeting adjourned at 2:55 pm.
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